Why open-access.net?

Electronic dissemination is now common practice in
scholarly communication. The Open Access idea, in
other words the commitment to cost-free and unre-
stricted access to scholarly publications, has led to
strong demand for clear, bundle information on new
forms of electronic dissemination.

The information platform open-access.net, which is
backed by leading science organisations,

*  bundles hitherto scattered resources and in-
formation on the subject of OA

® creates a clear overall picture of what OAis
all about

®  supplies customised information for individual
disciplinces and addresses the needs of the
various actors in the scholarly communication
system

*  offers practical advice on how to argue in fa-
vour of and to implement OA

®  ensures the richness and depth of its offe-
rings by means of cooperative net-
working between relevant science organisa-
tions and institutions

*  strengthens the OA movement by forming a
broad alliance

* makes OA activities in the German-speaking
regions internationally visible.
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The information platform open-access.net open-access.net makes customised infor-

mation available for

Promotion of networking

LAn old tradition and a new technology have converged to open-access.net supports discussion and ex-

make possible an unprecedented public good.*“ ° authors of scholarly literature changes of expiriences througth its
(Budapest Open Access Initiative) *  editors of OA journals *  multiplier network oa-net-work
®  operators of OA repositories ®*  Open Access Days
The online platform open-access.net was set up to help ° university and research-organisation °*  moderated mailing list IPOA Forum
meet the growing demand for information on the subject management
of Open Access (OA). Its aim is to provide comprehensive ® research funders Information offerings on open-access.net supplied
information on OA and practical advice on how to imple- ® libraries by the
ment it. The platform’s target-group-oriented approach °  publishers °  Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft
facilitates easy, fast and efficient access to information ®  political decision-makers *  Helmholtz Association
on relevant topics. open-access.net offers content which * the interested public. ®  Leibniz Association
relates specifically to Germany, Austria and Switzerland. °*  Max Planck Society

Intensive cooperation with science organisations, the pro-

motion on networking and the organisation of information
events have made open-access.net into a key venue for
discussion and information on OA.

Topics covered on open-access.net

General information on Open Access

*  Definition, history, initiatives

*  OAstrategies, infrastructure

*  Arguments in favour of / reservations towards
Open Access

*  Costs / business models

* Legal aspects

° FAQs

Discipline-specific information on Open Access
*  OAinindividual disciplines
*  OAjournals in individual disciplines
* Discipline-specific repositories und databases

Activities
®  Multiplier network, Open Access Days

Communication
e News, calendar of event, links
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welcome to the information platform open-access.net!

The open-access.net platform aims to meet the growing demand for
information on the subject of Open Access (OA4), Our editorial team gathers
information which is scattered across many sources and bundles it
thematically for presentation to various target groups.

Since we wish to progressively expand and optimise open-access.net in
response to user needs and feedback, we welcome your input. So please
don't hesitate to send us an E-Mall if you have any questions, comments ar
suggestions.

You are also welcome to participate in the current debate on OA by joining
our experts forum which takes the form of a moderated mailing list,

Fegister for our mailing list

Contents of open-access.net

What exactly is Open Access? Open Access (OA) stands for unrestricted,
toll-free online access to scientific and scholarly knowledge and
information. On open-access.net you will find information about the key
concepts and main forms of 04, for example on O
repositories, the origins of the Open Access mow
and legal issues.

Open Access is 3 very topical and forward-looking issue and a movement
which enjoys great support worldwide, Arguments in favour of 04 include
the increased visibility - and accordingly the greater impact - of openly
accessible scholarly and scientific texts, On the other hand, a number of
reservations about 04 have been voiced, for example concerning problems
relating to the persistence and findability of digital data.

Our information platform offers users the opportunity to approach O& from
a thematical, discipline-specific and/or a role-specific perspective (for
example as author, journal publisher etc). Moreover, in the FAQ section,
the thematical and role-specific approaches can be combined, thus making
it possible to obtain information and support quickly on specific questions.

The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, the Helmholtz Association and the Max Planck
Society have their own weh pages on open-access.net where they provide
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